SUMMER 1 - Growing

Our theme for this half term is ‘Growing’. During this theme the children will learn about
animals and plants and how they change and evolve as they grow. Later this half term we will
visit Sir Harold Hilliers Gardens, where the children will take part in lots of hands on activities
around growing and life cycles.

Communication and language

In school, we will be encouraging the children to listen to stories and non-fiction texts and
respond with relevant comments. We will be focusing on asking and answering questions during
lessons and continuous provision with cues such as why, how, who, where and when. We will be
introducing new vocabulary related to our theme and encouraging the children to use this in
everyday conversations. At home, you could share a range of non-fiction texts and ask
questions for your child to answer. You could ask them what they would like to find out
about life-cycles or animals, encouraging them to ask a variety of questions.

Personal, social and emotional development

In school, our theme for PSED this half term is ‘Growing and Changing’. We will be looking at the
different seasons of the year and the life stages of humans, plants and animals. At home, you
could plant seeds with your child and encourage them to take responsibility in looking after
the plant/flower/vegetable. You could also read the following stories:

- Monkey Puzzle by Julia Donaldson.

- The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle.

- The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle

- The Growing Story by Ruth Krauss

Physical development (Gross Motor)

In school, we will be continuing with our Gymnastics programme. We have been learning
different jumps named ‘Straight Rocket’ and ‘Star Jump’. We will be using these jumps to jump
off a variety of equipment with control and co-ordination. At home, visit the local park and
encourage your child to jump off the different equipment safely using these jumps, or ask
your child to teach you the jumps!

Physical development (Fine Motor)

We will now begin to teach your children the harder letters to form. Any extra practise you can
do at home would really benefit your child. The part they are finding tricky is to complete the
letter without taking the pencil off the page.

One armed robot letter

r b n h m k p

Zigzag letters

\ w X Z

Here is a reminder of the tripod grid which we encourage all children to use.

- Right handed
' ~ % =
Point away the pencil, Pinch it near the tip, Lift it off the table, Spin it round... ...and grip.

- Left handed



Point away the pencil, Pinch it near the tip, Lift it off the table, Spin it round... ...and grip.

At home, you could practise these letters with your child by:

- getting them to trace over the letters with paint, crayons or chalk

- follow the letters outline by sticking on stickers or gluing on pasta or beads
- rainbow writing — trace over the letters in several different colours

- make the letters with pipe cleaners, playdough or on pegboards.

However you practise, try to make it as fun as possible.

Phonics and rich texts
We follow Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised to teach phonics and reading.

<@

| s (Oandds
LETTERS AND
SOUNDS
REVISED

Phase 3 graphemes: ai, ee, igh, oa, 00, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, er, words with short vowels,
longer words, compound words and root words ending in —ing, —ed /t/, —ed [id/ /ed/ —est

Tricky words: said, so, have, like, some, come, love, do, were, here, little, says, there, when,
what, one, out, today.

(Children really do find the tricky words tricky, so any extra practise you can do will really
support them. You could play snap, pairs or perhaps hunt for the tricky word at home.)

These will be our key texts during Summer 1.
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Maths

The children will learn to:

- Count to numbers beyond 30 - recognising the difference between ‘teen’ and ‘ty’, e.g. 13 and
30

- Subitise larger numbers by looking at sub-groups, using dice and tens frame structure, e.g. see
7 as 5 and 2 more on the tens frame. See image below.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fmn8EhRxYE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75NQK-Sm1YY

- Composition of numbers 6 - 9, using the 5 and a bit method. For example knowing 8 is made
from 5 and 3 more or 9 is made from 5 and 4 more.

- Compare numbers using a number line, e.g. 6 and 8 — which number is more or less — how do
you know?

- Explore manipulating and rotating shapes, e.g. playing tangram games
Visit the Maths Video page for some short videos to explain some of the key concepts.
We have found the 1-minute maths app created by White Rose Maths to be highly beneficial.

Download the app from your app store on your tablet or phone. We recommend using the whole
Subitising section and Addition - Game 1 - add 0, 1 and 2. See images below.
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Add 0, 1 or 2

e Add within 10
Bonds to 10
a Bonds to 20
e Add 10

e Add across 10
e Add tens within 100

Add two tens
within 100

Understanding the World

In school, we will be exploring animals down on the farm. We will be naming them, sorting them
and labeling their body parts. We will be introducing words like herbivore, carnivore, mammal,
snout, trotters, mane and hooves. The children will also be learning about life cycles of chickens
and butterflies, as well as learning the names for animal babies and adults. Oak and Ash will be
lucky enough to have an incubator in class with chicks to gain first-hand experience of the
growing and changing process. At home, you could read some non-fiction books with your
children linked to mammals, you could also watch some episodes of ‘Down on the Farm’ on
CBebbies to develop knowledge further.

Expressive arts and design

In school, we will be exploring a variety of artistic effects like printing, modelling and
observational drawing. We will also be drawing a tractor using step by step instructions and
creating a moving egg. At home, you could go into the garden and choose a flower or plant to
draw. You could use a variety of different tools to draw with and look closely at the details
of the plant.


https://www.weekeprimary.com/maths-video-top-tips/

